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Chapter 1. Sources of Ancient Indian History

Text-authors, scripts, coins, foreign travellers, sangam literature etc.

| Written sources

_m | Indigenous: religious + secular

| Foreign accounts

Sources E
| Material sources

Overview

| Inscriptions (Epigraphy)

Archaeological

| Coins (Numismatics)

| Monuments / Artefacts

o e wﬂudn u Aduand d‘“""“"'lfl

\ML Four Vedas (Shrutl) Rig, Sama, Yajur,
Atharva — each has 4 layers: Samhita —

Uodic Intacatire Brahmana — Aranyaka — Upanishad

1500-600 BC | Rig Veda = oldest; 1,028 hymns m 10

Mandalas (see Ch. 4) M“J r ma

108 Upanishads, 13 principal; Oldest:
Brihadaranyaka + Chandogya; Philosophy
of Atman-Brahman (see Ch. 4)

Tradition ‘ "Satyameva Jayate" (Truth alone M»molo.ka = Mal'\dwk\da ( 2 Sdl n ¢)
Pﬁu]ﬁv)ﬂ? triumphs) -+ Mundaka Upanishad; adopted | 'uPsc 2014

as India's national motto

Six Vedangas: Shiksha, Chfanda,_
Vyakarana, Nirukta, Kalpa, Jyotisha (see
Ch. 4)

Panini's Ashtadhyayi (Sanskrit grammar)

ﬁqxiuwxﬁ + Yaska's Nirukta (etymology) = most

important
whwch s aememband. | Supple """“EA‘)L
Both = k511444 + Itihasa; composed 'to AM%LUL M"

400 BC-400 AD

| 7 Kandas; Northern + Southern recensions
Ramayana (\'2)1iid) Other versions: Paumachariu (Jain),
Dasharatha Jataka (Buddhist),
—m Iramavataram (Kamban, Tamil)

18 Parvas; includes Bhagavad Gita;
Kurukshetra war (~1000 BC)

Mahabharata

PGW pottery at Hastinapura corroborates
Mahabharata period (~1000 BC)

Panchalakshana (5 features): 1. Sarga
(creation) 2. Pratisarga (re-creation) 3.

Manvantara (cosmic cycles) 4. Vamsha
(genealogies) 5. Vamshanucharita
(dynastic histories)

Vamshanucharita = historically most

_m 18 Mahapuranas (400 BC-400 AD) “‘I‘i‘é’;;fns;;:nlfugn?:‘sya' Bhagavata,

COW’LPi Led ba \fﬂm Dynastic lists end with Guptas (4th-6th

cen. AD) — final compilation period

Dynasties covered: Haryankas —
Shishunagas —+ Nandas —+ Mauryas —
Shungas — Kanvas — Satavahanas
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Dharmasutras (600-300 BC) — earliest, in
prose, based on Vedas

S v Smritis (200 BC-900 AD) — verse form;
3 sutdvimona (chrariglogical) Manu Sgnriti most inﬂ&ential

Commentaries (9th-19th cen. AD) —
Mitakshara, Dayabhaga etc.

Dharmashastra 3 sources of Dharma: Shruti (Vedas) +

Smriti + Sadachara (good custom)

Manu Smriti (200 BC-200 AD) —+ most

influential; Varnashrama system; dvija =
twice-born (first 3 varnas)

Smritis cover social organisation, customs,
king's rights + duties

l Sutta Pitaka — discourses of Buddha

Tripitaka (3 Baskets) — in Pali [ Vinaya Pitaka —+ monastic rules
(see Ch. 6)
Abhidhamma Pitaka — philosophy +
metaphysics

Literature Buddhist Literature Key texts: Jatakas (549 birth stories),
Milindapanha, Dipavamsa + Mahavamsa

Other Religious

(Sri Lanka chronicles)

Therigatha - songs of Buddhist nuns; rare
ancient text by women. Buddhist, NOT UPSC 1996
Jain

Jain Agamas (Shvetambara canon): 12

. . Al , 12 U + iled at C il s %
el S e ghagud S (e
Kshamashramana (see Ch. 7) namu LG MMWPM

Sangam (3rd cen. BC - 3rd cen.
AD): 2,381 poems by 473 poets (see
Ch. 9)

Akam  Rnam
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an Tamll

10 st

Tirukkural — Tiruvalluvar; ethics +
statecraft

Manimekalai — Seethalai Saathanar;
Buddhist themes

| "Father of History"

India = 20th satrapy of Darius; never
visited India

Seleucus Nicator's ambassador to
Megasthenes Chandragupta Maurya

[ Wrote Indica (see Ch. 8) |S+ book. ‘H’Uwuﬂh “’“d" EuhﬂfJQ
ki India

m [ Most reliable Greek account of India

| Rome-India trade; Naturalis Historia

399-414 AD; visited during Chandragupta
e "

| Wrote Fo-Kuo-Ki (see Ch. 10)

. 629-645 AD; visited during
Foreign Accounts Harshavardhana s

|
[ Wrote Si-Yu-Ki; "Prince of Pilgrims"
t.me/ias vall By IAS Vailey o oL N Kﬁps:iﬁﬁvw%oﬁ?ﬂbe.comi@lASVaM

Periplus of the Erythraean Sea - sea trade
guide (1st cen. AD)
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Chapter 6. Buddhism

Buddhist councils, Sects, Bodhisattva, Scholars, texts etc...

| 2nd Urbanisation

New religious movements - Buddhism,
Jainism, Ajivika

Age of 1 | Vedic religion -complex + ritualistic |
Background
Buddha

Kshatriya reaction against Brahmanical

supremacy
i a N
Mdhnm & &NNCM Vaishyas wanted social status matching
i dﬂ.tlﬁ-! economic power

Born 563 BC, Lumbini (Nepal), Shakya
Kshatriya clan, on Vaishakha Purnima

Father: Suddhodhana (chief of
Kapilavastu)

Mother: Mahamaya (Koliya princess)
l Soys ot
[ Stepmother: Mahaprajapati Gautami
[ Wife: Yashodhara; Son: Rahul

4 sights (old, sick, dead, ascetic) —+
' | Mahabhinishkramana at 29

Re jation + Enliaht t Teachers: Alara Kalama (Sankhya) +
{ Foruncision + Enighinmen i et

E_nfcjhtenment at 35, under pipal, Bodh 5
| Gaya, river Niranjana (Falgw)  Max + Mums.‘:.wlm

Dharmachakra Pravartana at Sarnath
(Deer Park) to 5 ascetics — "Turning of the | uPsc 1991

UERD _§ fid b

| | Mahaparinirvana at age 80 in 483 BC at

‘| Kushinagar (UP)
Shakyamuni + Tathagata = epithets of
Buddha; Nayaputta = Mahavira (NOT UPSC 2024
Buddha's Buddha)
Life : :
563 _ 483 BC m I Siddhartha (childhood)

l Gautama (gotra)

| Buddha ("Enlightened One")

Epithets + Symbols
Birth = Lotus + Bull

Renunciation = Horse
Life event symbols Enlightenment = Bodhi Tree
1st Sermon = Wheel (Dharmachakra)
Death = Stupa

Only Kosala + Magadha directly
associated with Buddha's life (NOT

Avanti/Gandhara)

[ Lumbini — birth
. [ Bodh Gaya — enlightenment

Sarnath — first sermon
(Dharmachakrapravartana)

8 Holy Places B [ Kushinagar — Mahaparinirvana (death)

[ Shravasti —+ miracles
Ashtosthanas
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